
Lesson 2 - Word Families with Dr. Seuss
Objective

  Students will identify words that rhyme and belong to the same word family 
using words from Dr. Seuss’ book, Green Eggs and Ham.  Students will build and 
read words that belong to the same word family.

Website for Materials
  http://eriechamberorchestrablogs.com/educational-resources/

Suggested Materials
  Dr. Seuss’ book Green Eggs and Ham
  Word Families Worksheet (download from website and provided)
  Recording of Rob Kapilow’s Green Eggs and Ham (link on website)
  Recording of Green Eggs and Ham from Seussical the Musical (link on website)

Pennsylvania State Arts Standards
  9.1 - A,C, and E

Common Core Learning Standards for ELA and Literacy
  Reading, CCR 4
  Speaking and listening, CCR 1 and 2
  Language, CCR 1, 2, 4 and 5

Procedure (feel free to modify)
  Read the book Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss with students so that they 

are familiar with the story.  You can also listen to Rob Kapilow’s children’s opera, 
Green Eggs and Ham while following along with the book.  (This will be 
performed at the ECO Educational Concert).
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  Ask students to choose several words from the story that rhyme.  Give them 
one example and ask them to find others.  Write down each word on a chart so 
that words in the same family are in a column together.

 Sam  Box  Mouse  Train

 Ham  Fox  House  Rain

  Ask students to help you circle the part of each word that is spelled the same: 

 Sam  Box
 
 Ham  Fox   

  Tell students about word families.  Discuss with students what it means for 
words to be in the same “family.”  Do they sound similar?  Do they look similar?  
Do they have the same meaning?

  Using the Word Families Worksheet, ask students to complete each word 
family flower.  Students can add their own words into the petals that belong in 
each word family.  You can do this activity together as a group, or individually, 
and then compare words.  Make sure the students understand that words in a 
word family must be real words (have meaning) and that some words may 
rhyme, but not belong in the same family.  Example: “said” and “bed.” 
!


