
 

Lesson 2 - The Community

1. Objective - Learn how the orchestra works together as a community to create music. 

2. Pennsylvania Arts Standards Addressed 
1. 9.1.3.A 
2. 9.1.3.C 
3. 9.1.3.E 
4. 9.1.2.A 
5. 9.2.3.D 
6. 9.2.3.G 
7. 9.3.3.B 
8. 9.4.3.D 

3. Common Core Standards Addressed 
1. RL.3.1 
2. RL.3.2 
3. RL.3.3 
4. RL.3.5 
5. RL.3.6 
6. RL.3.7 
7. RH.6-8.1 
8. RH.6-8.2 

4. Outcomes - “I can…” 

1. Identify six people who perform functions in my community 
2. Identify the different instrument families and how they work together  
3. Understand what jobs people in my community perform 
4. Learn about composers from four different countries 
5. Understand the role of the conductor in leading the orchestra community 
6. Learn how to conduct a very simple beat pattern 
7. Make connection between the arts and other subjects (Geography) 

5. Activity 1 - Community Characters 

1. Use supplied worksheet, Community Characters 
2. Have students write in the name of the person from community on the blank line.  For older students, 

have them fill in what these people do as well 
3. Ask students to brainstorm any other community people not listed on the sheet 

6. Activity 2 - Story Strips - Listening #1 

1. Use supplied worksheet, Story Strips 
2. Have students cut up the individual story strips 
3. listen to the Thrill of the Orchestra again and have students arrange the story strips in the correct 

order 
4. Use Cd1 track 3 
5. Have students draw pictures of the various instruments represented on each strip 

7. Activity 3 - Geography Break - Grades 2-4 only 

1. Use supplied worksheets, one for each represented country 
2. Have students read each sheet while listening to the appropriate music from the supplied CD 



 

Community Characters - K-1 
Write in the name of the community person who is pictured. 

1. _____________________________ 

2. ________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________ 

4. _____________________________________ 

5. ____________________________ 

6. _______________________________________
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Community Characters - 2-4 
Write in the name of the community person who is pictured.  

Second, write in what they do to help the community. 

1. __________________________         __________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________     __________________________ 

3. _________________________             ________________________________ 

4. __________________________________                 _____________________ 

5. _________________________     ______________________________________ 

6. ____________________________________              _____________________
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Story Strips 

Meeting the string family

Meeting the Wind family

The plucking pizzicato

Meeting the Brass family

The thrill of the orchestra 

Animal sounds from the wind family

Meeting the Percussion family

The rude sound of buzzing brass

Arrange the strips in the correct order while  
listening to the Thrill of the Orchestra.



 

Geography Break - 2-4 Only

Composers Featured on the In-School Concert 

1. Leonard Bernstein 
2. Richard Wagner 
3. Russell Peck 
4. Peter Tchaikovsky 
5. Johannes Brahms 
6. Ludwig van Beethoven 
7. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
8. John Williams 

Countries Featured 

1. Germany 
2. United States 
3. Russia 
4. Austria 

The following worksheets can be copied and passed out 
to all students.  They will help give more in-depth 
background information on the composers and music 
that they’ll be hearing in the concert.   



 

• Population - 82 million 

• Capital - Berlin 

• Government - Democracy 

• Currency - Euro

German Composers 

Richard Wagner 

Prelude to Act III from Lohengrin - CD Track #2 

Activities: 

•Tempo - how fast or slow is the music? 
•Mood - how does the music make you feel? 

Ludwig van Beethoven 

Fourth Movement from Symphony No. 3 - CD Track #6 

Activities: 

•Dynamics - how loud or soft is the music? 
•How quickly can the orchestra change dynamics? 

Germany



 

United States

American Composers 

Leonard Bernstein 

Overture to Candide - CD Track #1 

Activities: 

• Tempo - Is this piece fast or slow? 

• Mood - Does this song make you feel excited? 

Russell Peck 

The Thrill of the Orchestra - CD Track #3 

Activities: 

•Sounds - In what order are the instruments introduced? 

•Which instrument family do you like the best? 

John Williams 

Liberty Fanfare - CD Track #8 

Activities: 

•Style - what emotions does this song make you feel? 

•Can you name a few other songs written by this composer? 

• Population - 319 million 

• Capital - Washington, D.C. 

• Government - Democracy 

• Currency - American 

dollar



 

• Population - 143 million 

• Capital - Moscow 

• Government - Federal 

Presidential Republic 

• Currency - Russian ruble

Russia

Russian Composers 

Peter Tchaikovsky 

March from the Nutcracker - CD Track #4 

Activities: 

•Tempo - Does the speed stay steady 

throughout the entire song? 

•What time of year do you normally hear 

this song? 

•Are all of the instrument families 

involved when playing this song? 

• Can you name the percussion instrument that you 

hear? 



 

• Population - 8 million 

• Capital - Vienna 

• Government - Federal 

Republic 

• Currency - Euro

Austria

Austrian Composers 

Johannes Brahms 

Hungarian Dance No. 5 - CD Track #5 

Activities: 

•Tempo - Does this piece change tempo? 
•Can you tap your fingers along with the different 
speeds? 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Eine kleine Nachtmusik - Cd Track #7 

Activities: 

•Can you tap your fingers along with this song? 
•What do we call the leader of the orchestra? 



 

1.Maze 

2.Word Search 

3.Matching 

Game Break 


