
Lesson 3 - Listening Word Bank
Objective

  Students will create a word bank of descriptive words while actively listening 
to musical selections.  Students will become familiar with the basic elements of 
music (fast, slow, loud, soft, high, low) through listening and movement.

Website for Materials
  http://eriechamberorchestrablogs.com/educational-resources/

Suggested Materials
  Listening Word Bank Worksheet (download from website and provided)
  Recording of Copland’s Rodeo (link on website)
  Recording of Saint-Saens’ Tortoises (link on website)
  Recording of Saint-Saens’ The Elephant (link on website)
  Recording of Saint-Saens’ Aquarium (link on website)

Pennsylvania State Arts Standards
  9.1 - A,C, and E

Common Core Learning Standards for ELA and Literacy
  Reading, CCR 4 and 7
  Speaking and listening, CCR 1 and 2
  Language, CCR 1, 2, 4 and 5

Procedure (feel free to modify)
   On a chart at the front of the room, start a listening word bank using the 

following six words: fast, slow, loud, soft, high and low (the most basic musical 
elements).  Pass out to students a copy of the Listening Word Bank Worksheet for 
reference.  
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  Describe to students the purpose of this word bank - to collect words that 
can describe the music that they hear.  

  Read the six words that are in the word bank already.  Add movement with 
each word so that students can feel each element.  Let them know that as a 
class you will be choosing from this word bank to describe some music that the 
class will be listening to today.  Students will also get a chance to add their own 
words to this list.  

  Play the very opening of Copland’s Rodeo. Ask them which of the six words 
in the word bank apply to this music.  Encourage students to move with the 
music to help them decide.  

  Ask students for other words that describe this music.  Add their descriptive 
words to the word bank.  (You can add some of your own words to help start the 
process – is the music smooth, gentle, happy, yellow?) 

  Play the next section of the Copland for students and repeat the same 
process.  See if any of the first words they came up with apply to this new 
section, in addition to any new words.  

  Continue this process with the other selections from Saint-Saens.  NOTE:  the 
suggested repertoire for this lesson will be performed at the ECO Educational 
Concert, however, you are welcome to use your own repertoire selections for 
this lesson.  
 


