
Lesson 1 - Instrument Families
Objective

  Through both sight and sound, students will learn the characteristics of each 
instrument family of the orchestra.

Website for Materials
  http://eriechamberorchestrablogs.com/educational-resources/

Suggested Materials
  Families of the Orchestra Poster (provided)
  Families of the Orchestra Graphic (download from website and provided)
  Families of the Orchestra Worksheets (download from website and provided)
  Recording of Tchaikovsky’s 4th Symphony, 3rd movement (link on website)

Pennsylvania State Arts Standards
  9.1 - A,C, and E

Common Core Learning Standards for ELA and Literacy
  Reading, CCR 4
  Speaking and listening, CCR 1,2 and 4
  Language, CCR 3

Procedure (feel free to modify)
  Open the lesson with a discussion about what the word “family” means.  

With the students, brainstorm a list of words that describe “family.”  Help lead the 
discussion towards the four families of musical instruments.  In this case, “family” 
means a group of instruments that have similarities to each other.  The students 
will discover what those similarities are by looking and listening.  

  Post or point to an Instruments of the Orchestra poster or hand out the ECO 
provided Families of the Orchestra Graphic.  Starting with the String family, ask 
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students to look for ways in which the instruments “look alike.”  Make four 
columns on a chart so that you can write down their observations for each 
family.  

  Continue this brainstorm with the other three families, adding observations to 
each column on your chart.

  This can lead to a discussion about how each instrument family got its 
name.  

  Once students have identified some instrument family characteristics by 
sight, you can move to the sounds of each family.  Using the recording of 
Tchaikovsky’s 4th Symphony, 3rd movement, play the first section featuring the 
strings.  Ask students if they can identify which instrument family is playing.  Ask 
students for descriptive words that you can add to the chart for the sounds of 
each instrument family.  

  Repeat with the woodwind and brass sections of the Tchaikovsky excerpt.  
Be sure to show them on an Instruments of the Orchestra poster or diagram 
where each family sits on the stage.  

  Play an excerpt of your choice to demonstrate the Percussion family and 
discuss how varied the instruments are in this family. (various percussion links on 
website)

  Ask students to complete the Families of the Orchestra Worksheet by 
matching instruments to the family in which they belong.
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